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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  

 
 



 
 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School.  Several 
alumni have helped by providing information for this section along 
with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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Lowe At Waggener Will Help Eastern-Dawson 
 

Having John B. Lowe as principal at Waggener Junior High School will be a “real asset” in the com-
munity and to Eastern High School, said Jack Dawson, Eastern's principal, last week. 
 
He said he disliked losing him but that Mr. Lowe, his assistant principal, was going to the new 
school next fall “with my blessing because it’s important to Eastern that we have an out standing 
man at the junior high who has our philosophy of education and administration, and who can ease the 
transition for students from junior high to high school.  He’ll be a real asset to us over there.” 
 
Mr. Lowe said he liked Eastern, which he helped organize, and he didn’t think his promotion would 
mean exactly that he was leaving.  “After all, I’ll still be working in the same community,” he said.  
He said he was “pleased and honored” that he’d been named principal of the new school.  The an-
nouncement was made during the Christmas holidays by the County Board of Education. 
 
Waggener Junior High, now under construction on Browns Lane, will be one of the best schools in 
Kentucky, he said.  He considers the St. Matthews area one of the best for high schools, for St. Mat-
thews people are average or above, he said, and will support their junior high. 
 
Mr. Lowe went to Eastern in 1949 when it had only seventh and eighth grades.  When it opened as a 
high school the following year, he became assistant principal under Mr. Dawson. 
 
Waggener School he expects to open in September with about 800 seventh, eight, and ninth grade 
students from Eastern, Stivers and Greathouse, which will relieve crowding at those schools.  Eastern 
will keep seventh, eight and ninth grades from all or part of Ballard, Lyndon, Eastwood, Jefferson-
town, and Worthington.  It will offer the same type of curriculum as the other junior highs in Jeffer-
son County. 
 
Mr. Lowe, 39, has spent practically all his adult life in education.  He was born in Inez, Kentucky, 
and went to Pikeville Junior College two years.  He graduated from Eastern State Teachers College 
in Richmond in 1940, and got his master’s at the University of Kentucky in 1950.  His major was 
educational administration and supervision. 
 
He was principal of Warfield Elementary School in Warfield, Kentucky, in 1937 and 1938.  He 
coached basketball there in 1939 and 1940.  He went into the Navy as an Ensign in 1941 and was 
discharged in 1945.  His rank is now Lt. Commander in the Naval Reserve. 
 
From 1945 to 1947 he was teacher and basketball coach at Lenow High in Mingo County, W. VA.  
In 1948, he was named principal of Bowman Field Elementary School.  From there he went to East-
ern. 
 
He is a member of the Lyndon Baptist Church, and chairman of the 
International Youth Program of Middletown Rotary Club.  He is a 
member of the Masonic Lodge of Kermit, W. Va. and of the 
American Legion’s Anchorage Post.  He also belongs in the Jeffer-
son County Education Association, the Kentucky Education Asso-
ciation, and the National Education Association. 
 
He lives at 117 Marquette Drive, Lyndon.  He wife, the former 
Fannie Middleton of Harlan, Kentucky, teachers fifth grade at Lyn-
don School.  He has one stepdaughter, Vivian, 18. 
 
He will be succeeded at Eastern by John Trapp, present athletic di-
rector. 
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Duncan’s Cage Record Will Be Hard To Match 
 
When 33-year-old Earl Duncan becomes dean of boys at Waggener Junior High school in St. Matthews next fall, he 
will be leaving behind at Eastern High a basketball record his successor will be hard pressed to match. 
 
Under Mr. Duncan’s firm hand the Eagles to date have won 48 games and lost 22, including tournament matches.  
To make this record even more imposing, he and his teams have accomplished this despite the fact that the Eagles 
are the only first-rate basketball club in Kentucky without a gym of their own in which to practice. 
 
Basketball, and physical education in general, at Eastern faces a problem which borders on the ridiculous.  Here is 
one of the state’s greatest high school ball clubs, year in and year out, driven from one gym to another, begging time 
to practice. 
 
Last week, for instance, the Eagles on Monday went to Anchorage gym for practice.  They were informed the gym 
would be in use the rest of the week.  So on Tuesday, they had to scrimmage with Masonic Home to get in some bas-
ket time.  On Wednesday and Thursday they were allowed inside the Fern Creek Gym at 5:30 for an hour and a half 
of practice .  For most of the squad it meant a 45-minute drive each way. 
 
And yet they win.  Their first season’s record, (that was 1950-51), was 15 and 6.  the following year it was 12 and 7.  
Last year it was 13 and 8.  This year, so far, it is 11 and 1.  And these records were compiled in contests with teams 
like Valley, Atherton, Manual, Male and St. X., though, naturally, the Eagles, like all top teams, take on the unusual 
number of pushovers each year. 
 
Mr. Duncan has no set method for coaching.  “I don’t make the boys fit the pattern,” he said.  “I make the pattern 
fit the boys.”  If a boy like John Brewer, last year’s star, can hit 45% of his shots, “then I let him shoot all he wants.”  
If the boys are all about equal in shooting ability, then all of them shoot.  “Nobody develops a shooter,” he said.  
“They just have it.” 
 
This year’s team, which has surprised everyone with its record, has no outstanding scorer, in addition, the boys are 
not a speedy as past Eagle teams Duncan has overcome these defeats by giving, more attention to defense.  He has 
modified his  usual loose combination of zone and man to man defense by keeping his players closer to the enemy 
basket and crowding the man who gets in close with the ball.  This forces the opponent to rely on long shots. 
 
Male exposed the big defeat in the defense when Stahl and Kuhn began pushing them in from long range and beat 
the Eagles.  But no other team this year has been able to do it. 
 
Mr. Duncan is a basketball man from way back.  With Oxford High in 1939, he made first string on the Courier-
Journal’s All-State team.  In his two years of varsity play there, he was on the All-County, All-District, and All Re-
gional teams both years. 
 
At Morehead State Teachers College, where he played three years of varsity ball, he mad the All-K.I.A.C. team one 
year as forward and the next as center.  One year, he made the All-K.I.A.C. team.  During his Morehead tenure, he 
averaged 20 points a game over the three years, a record which stood until three or four years ago, when teams who 
used to average 40 points a game suddenly zoomed to 60 and 70. 
 
The development of the one-handed shot he credits for changing basketball from a defensive to offensive game.  “It 
used to be a coach would bench a player who tried a one-hand shot more than eight feet from the basket,” he said.  
“Now they hit them from 20 and 30 feet out.  There’s no defense against it.”  Then, too, today’s officiating gives of-
fense the breaks. 
 
He hates to give up basketball, but the new job in a new school has, he feels, more possibilities and more challenge.  
But his principal-to-be, John Lowe, thinks Earl might get tired of administrative work when he sees the beautiful 
new gym the Waggener School will have.  And, says Mr. Lowe, if Mr. Duncan wants to switch back over, it’s okay 
with him.  Waggener will be a senior high school by 1956 or 1957, and it’ll be needing a good coach. 
 
Earl Duncan’s a good one, one of the best.  In his last year at Jeffersontown, 1949-50, the school won the district 
championship for the first and only time in its history.  And Eastern is headed for the County championship. 
 
Mr. Duncan got his master’s from Indian University in 1951.  He lives at Anchorage.  He was born in Georgetown, 
Ky.  He is married to the former Gladys Price of Cynthiana.  They have three children, Larry, 5, Bobby, 3, and Rita, 
six weeks.  He is a member of the Middletown Christian Church. 
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Waggener Construction Reaches Half Way Mark 
 

Work on the new, $1 million Mayme Waggener Junior High School on Hubbards Lane reached the 
midway point this week, as construction crews put the finishing touches on the steel framework and 
the roof, and the brick and grey stone walls began to go up. 
 
The contract stipulates that construction must be finished by the time school opens next September. 
 
The school will open with 800 seventh, eight and ninth graders.  By the time it becomes a full-
fledged senior high school (in three or four years) it will have about 1,500 students. 
 
The school is being build on the same order as Eastern High school in Middletown, with one big ex-
ception.  It will have a large gymnasium, which will eventually seat 2,000 persons.  It will be big 
enough for all Waggener home basketball games.  Eastern High has no gym at all, and probably 
won’t for several years. 
 
The giant Waggener School will ease the overcrowding at Greathouse and Stivers schools in St. Mat-
thews and at Eastern High.  Another grade school planned by the County Board of Education on 
Brownsboro Road will also help relieve overcrowding. 
 
John Lowe, assistant principal at Eastern, will be Waggener’s first principal.  Mrs. Alice Dawson, 
Fern Creek High science teacher, will be dean of girls, Earl Duncan, eastern cage coach, will be dean 
of boys. 
 
The Waggener School, it is generally considered, will be the County’s finest school to date.  Besides 
a gym, it will contain a music building and rehearsal hall, and a shop room. 
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With the P.T.A.’s, Waggener Elects, Greathouse and Stivers Install: 
 
Local P.T.A.’s last week were holding their final meetings of the school year, except Waggener which 
was just getting started. 
 
About 250 parents Thursday evening crowded into the Greathouse School cafeteria and elected Mrs. 
Tom Underwood the first president of the P.T.A. of Waggener Junior High School, which opens in the 
fall. 
 
All five school districts from which Waggener will draw its pupils were represented on this slate of 
officers elected. 
 
Mrs. Underwood is from the Lyndon District.  Mrs. J. Pryor Wise, first vice president, and Paul Keith, 
treasurer, are from the Stivers district. 
 
Mrs. Thurston Cooke, second vice president, is from Ballard, and Mrs. David Brewer, recording secre-
tary, from Clifton Heights. 
 
Mrs. Sherman Lodewick, our responding secretary, and Mrs. Dave Lawrence, historian, are from 
Greathouse. 
 
Principal John Lowe announced an executive board will be appointed by the P.T.A. president and him-
self, and will include all P.T.A. officers.  The board will set up committees during the summer to help 
Waggener get off to a flying start when it first opens in September with an enrollment of about 600 
seventh, eight, and ninth graders. 
 
Mr. Lowe announced County Judge Burke would be asked to build sidewalks on Hubbards Lane and 
Browns Lane for the safety of Waggener children. 
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St. Matthews Schools Will Be Full But Not Crowded, Says Official 
Greathouse Load Heavy; Trouble Is Predicted After Next Year 

 
County schools serving St. Matthews “will be full, but not crowded I believe,” according to John L. Ramsey, director of 
instruction for Jefferson County Schools. 
 
Greathouse, Stivers and Eastern High will get some relief from the two new schools here, Waggener Junior High on Hub-
bards Lane, which will open on time, and Chenoweth Elementary on Brownsboro Road , which won’t. 
 
(Beechwood Village children transferring from Lyndon to Stivers School will not get school bus service, he said, in line 
with the County’s policy of not providing this service to children living within a mile of the school.  Most of the children 
live within a mile of Stivers, he said, and there are sidewalks on Westport Road and part of Hubbards Lane.) 
 
Taken altogether, the picture outlined is not a bright one, however.  He predicted the County school system would be in 
trouble after next year, unless more money is forthcoming. 
 
He said the County, which has grown in population far more than expected, will have as many students next year as was 
anticipated by 1960.  St. Matthews needs more relief, he said, and another school will probably be built for this area next 
year. 
 
He said the special 20-year 50-cent tax approved by the voters in 1952 allowed the County to open one new school last 
year, 10 this year, and perhaps nine next year.  This will use up all the money, he said.  Further expansion can come only 
from raising the $1.50 general purpose school tax, he said.  This would require a vote of the people. 
 
Chenoweth School will be delayed from 10 days to two weeks in opening, he said.  Parents will be notified by newspaper 
and radio when to bring pupils for registration, he said.  He added that school officials had given up the idea of sending 
pupils to Clifton Heights until Chenoweth was ready. 
 
Mr. Ramsey also said:  Other elementary schools will register September 7 in the morning.  This will be a half day of 
school.  September 8 will be the first full day. 
 
Registration at Waggener will be held September 7 at 8:30 a.m. for the ninth grade only.  Seventh and eighth graders will 
register September 8.  The first full day of school will be September 9. 
 
Formal dedication of Waggener and open house will be held October 26.  Richard VanHoose, superintendent of County 
schools, announced this week. 
 
Eastern students will register September 7, 8, and 9.  The first day of school will be September 10. 
 
Greathouse will be worse off than the other schools.  It will have about 900 students, as compared with 946 last year.  It 
was designed for 740.  In all probability, the auditorium, library, and visual aid rooms will have to used for classrooms 
again. 
 
Stivers, built for 480, had an enrolment of 675 last year.  This is expected to drop to 650 this year.  Four extra rooms were 
built onto the school this year, so crowding will be at a minimum. 
 
Eastern High, built for 1,500, had 1,642 last year.  This year, it will have about $1,600.  Chenoweth was designed for 512.  
Enrollment is uncertain.  Waggener, designed for 850, will have about 780 this year. 
 
Stivers and Greathouse will not have seventh and eight grades this year.  These children have been shifted to Waggener and 
will register there. 
 
Also going to Waggener are seventh and eighth graders from Clifton Heights:  that part of Ballard west of Blankenbaker 
Lane, and Lyndon seventh and eight graders west of Ormsby Lane including both sides, with an imaginary line running to 
Hurstbourne. 
 
Chenoweth School will handle students from Clifton Heights, and from parts of the Stivers and Ballard districts.  About 
200 students from Stivers have been transferred to Chenoweth.  This includes roughly all those living west of St. Matthews 
Avenue. 
 
Those from Beechwood Village subdivision have been transferred out of Lyndon to Stivers School.   
 
All junior high students from St. Matthews who have been attending Eastern High will go to Waggener, which will have 
seventh, eight and ninth grades to begin with.  (Plans call for conversion in a few years of Waggener to a high school, one 
grade at a time.) 
 
The eight grade at Jeffersontown School will transfer to Eastern.  Anchorage School is continuing through the ninth grade. 
Seventh and eighth graders from Lyndon school living east of Hurstbourne Lane will go to Eastern. 
 
Waggener was named after Mayme S. Waggener, teacher and principal at Greathouse for 30 years.  Chenoweth was named 
after Dr. John Henry Chenoweth, who served St. Matthews 60 years.  He died in 1905. 
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September 16, 1954 
both 

Waggener—$1 Million In Modern Architecture, Equipment—Is Ready 
Junior High Opens Next Week, Will One Day Be $2 Million High school 

 
“Waggener Junior High School will open for business,” next week, formal dedication and open house will not be held until 
October 26. 
 
Principal John Lowe said the County Board of Education has requested parents not to visit the school for inspection until 
that date.  Otherwise, it will distract from dedication ceremonies, he said. 
 
Workman were putting finishing touches on the modern rambling structure at the corner of Hubbards Lane and Alton Road 
this week.  When fully equipped and ready, it will cost about $1 million. 
 
When the second phase of building is completed and it is a full fledged high school, this figure will be closer to $2 million, 
according to Board of Education estimates. 
 
However, nobody can predict when that will happen.  It may take as much as five years. 
 
The present structure is designed for easy, relatively inexpensive future expansion.  It will accommodate about 850 students 
now and about 1,350 when expanded.  First year enrollment will be about 780. 

Registration will be held for the ninth grade September 
7 at 8:30 a.m., and for seventh and eighth graders the 
following day.  September 9 will be the first full day of 
school. 
 
The building has one big feature conspicuously lacking 
at Eastern High—a gym, which will also serve as an 
auditorium.  The gym is about 110 feet by 100, with a 
stage, set in one wall, about 32 feet by 23.  Folding 
bleachers along the opposite wall will hold about 700 
adults. 
 
A special tiered band room is set off in a building by 
itself, so as not to disturb other classes.  It is about 40 
feet by 60. 
 
There is a shower room for boys and another for girls, 
with ample locker space.  The school is equipped with 
modern light, colored desks, and 785 lockers for stu-
dents.  The walls are bright-colored.  Each room has a 
built-in-clock controlled by a self-adjusting master 
clock.  Each room has a speaker for announcements.  
The building, sitting on 10 acres, is fireproof. 
 
There are two chorus rooms, one art room, one me-
chanical drawing room, two teachers lounges, a book 
store, a home economic suite (including kitchen, living 
and sewing rooms), two shop rooms, one visual aid 
room, library with reading room and study hall, a con-
ference room, 18 general purpose classrooms, cafeteria 
and kitchen with two serving lines, sound room, lost-
and-found room, first aid suite, reception area, storage 
rooms, maid lobby and four offices. 
 
Two huge coal systemss will be used alternately to 
heat the building. 
 
Mr. Lowe said he hopes to start night classes for adults 
in shop work, but details have not yet been worked 
out.  Also in the wind is a recreation program to be 
prepared  in conjunction with the County Boad of Edu-
cation. 
 
Waggener will serve the St. Matthews, Lyndon, Moor-
gate, Indian Hills, River Road and Clifton Heights 
area. 
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Mayme S. Waggener And Principles of Waggener High School 
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Mayne Sweet Waggener 

John B. Lowe 
1954-59 

Earl S. Duncan 
1959-68 

Arthur K. Draut 
1968-83 

Donna R. Ludwig 
1983-90 

N. Kathryn Hopper 
1990-95 

Lohelen B. Hambrick 
1995-2000 

Candi Conway 
2000-Present 
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Waggener’s First 10 Years 
 

1963-1964 
 This year was Waggener’s largest 
class. 
 Our athletic program has been out-
standing with our football team becoming 
runner-up in the  state. 
 WHS students were hosts to foreign 
exchange students who were touring the 
USA, thus  
 developing the bond of friendship be-
tween students around the world. 
  
 
Developed from a May 21, 1961 article in the 
Chit-Chat by Betty Baxter and Susan Hunter, 
and other articles. 
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Waggener’s First 10 Years 
 

1954-1955 
 School opened with seventh, eight, and ninth grades only. 
 Red and gray chosen as school colors. 
 Students won the Student-Faculty game and the core Basketball Tournament. 
 John B. Lowe was the principal. 
 

1955-1956 
 Sophomores went to Eastern. 
 

1956-1957 
 The school song was written. 
 The first freshman class started journey to become first senior class. 
 First television classes were begun. 
 

1957-1958 
 Many of our organized clubs were started this year, and the orchestra made its debut. 
 The student council was established. 
 Beta Club was installed. 
 The first Lair was published, and the first student directory. 
 The Wildcat Book, was printed. 
 The journalism classes published the first printed issues of the Chit-Chat. 
 The first class of Waggener was officially organized. 
 The first basketball and football queens were crowned. 
 The new wing was completed.  (3 stories) 
 

1958-1959 
 October 16, 1958, Dedication of Wagener Stadium. 
 This year brought other honorary organizations to WHS, with the Quill and Scroll Charter 
 granted and 24 juniors tapped for the national Honor society. 
 The Wildcats participated in varsity spots for the first time. 
 The Development Association helped dedicate the new football field. 
 The G.A.A. was organized to promote more athletics for the girls. 
 

1959-1960 
 Earl Duncan became principal. 
 Further scholastic honors were received by WHS as several students attended U. of L. as  
 Carnegie Scholars and the announcement of 14 National Merit Semi-finalists was made. 
 The football team, only in its second year of varsity competition was the unofficial county 
 champion, the basketball team won the Jefferson County Invitational Tournament and was 
 recognized as the County Champion, and the swim team claimed second place in the State 
 Meet. 
 Waggener added to the publications their literary magazine, the introspect. 
 

1960-1961 
 Second senior class continued to gain honors with Richard Long becoming Waggener’s first 
 Merit Scholar. 
 The Alma Mater was officially selected and a new tradition was started with the girls’ senior-
 junior football game, in which the seniors were victorious.   
 The Thespians came home with two First Place trophies at the State Drama Festival. 
 

1961-1962 
 19 National Merit semi-finalists from WHS set a new school record, and the Chit-Chat won 
 the Gallup award from Quill and Scroll. 
 

1962-1963 
 The junior high was split from the senior high student body. 
 Waggener was host to its first foreign exchange student, Masako Sato, from Japan. 
 Waggener held its first homecoming with the crowning of the queen highlighting the dance. 
 The faculty reversed the tradition by defeating the seniors in the Student-Faculty game. 
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Tribute 
To Mrs. Mayme S. Waggener 

 
Ruth H. Osborne, Principal Orville J. Stivers 

School, Jefferson County 
 

With the passing of Mrs. Mayme S. Wag-
gener, one of the foremost educators and pub-
lic-minded women of her times, the community 
of St. Matthews, Jefferson County, and the 
state of Kentucky have suffered a great loss. 
 
Mrs. Waggener possessed many qualities 
which fitted her for leadership. She had 
abounding health, a sympathetic under-
standing, an enthusiastic outlook on life, an in-
tense interest in her fellow man, and was fear-
less in pioneering for any cause that she felt 
made for the betterment of others. 
 
Long before other civic-minded people were 
aware of the needs of teenagers, Mrs. Wag-
gener was sponsoring their cause by organizing 
group gatherings at the school building. Many 
people frowned upon the usage of the school 
building for this purpose, but the wisdom of 
these activities has been proven by the success 
of teen-age clubs and church organizations that 
we have today. 
 
Early in her teaching career Mrs. Waggener felt 
the need of closer unity between teacher and 
parent and encouraged parent participation in 
school life. She also reached out into the com-
munity, seeking the advice and help of the busi-
ness people. School equipment, such as the first 
school victrola, radio, etc., was obtained 
through cooperation of St. Matthews mer-
chants. This interest and cooperation on the part 
of parents and community leaders have helped 
advance the educational opportunities of St. 
Matthews which in turn has played its part in 
the unusual growth of the community. Modern 
educators agree that the better school of today 
is the one in which teachers and parents work 

in close harmony with one another. 
 
Mrs. Waggener began her teaching at Greathouse in 1916, became principal in 1918 and retired in 1946, 
making a total of thirty years of service to this district. She was born Mayme Sweet in Lexington, Ken-
tucky, February 8, 1876. Her family moved to the west end of Louisville when she was very small. She 
was educated in the Port-land Elementary School, the Louisville Female High School, and the Louis-
ville Normal School, ‘graduating from the latter in 1898. She taught two years in the Louisville public 
schools before she married John Morrison Waggener of St. Matthews on July 5, 1900. She had two chil-
dren, Robert C. Waggener, now of Nashville, and Lucile Waggener, now Mrs. C. C. Mayhall of  
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Tribute  To Mrs. Mayme S. Waggener 
 

Morehead, Kentucky. She has four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Mrs. Waggener’s hus-
band died on July 22, 1942. 
 
After her retirement, Mrs. Waggener continued to live an interesting life, going to concerts and at-
tending meetings of the Filson Club and other organizations to which she belonged. She enjoyed 
shopping and having luncheons, and dinners with her many friends. She was a charter member of the 
Crescent Hill Woman’s Club, a member of the Filson Club for thirty years, honorary member of the 
St. Matthews Woman’s Club, and a member of the Cres-cent Hill Baptist Church, as well as of Delta 
Kappa Gamma, a sorority of outstanding women in education. 
 
It would be hard to enumerate all the worthy projects she promoted in school during her principalship. 
Among these were: the starting of the first lunchroom, the schoolboy patrol, and the drum and bugle 
corps; milk-drinking contests; the Damrosch music listening programs in the 1930’s; attendance at the 
Louisville Orchestra concerts in later years; the biennial trips to Frankfort, Kentucky, for the seventh 
and eighth grades; the school carnivals; and numerous other activities. Upon her retirement the school 
paper published a poem including the lines: 
 

She taught readin’, writin’, and ‘rithmetic, 
Without the aid of a hickory stick. 

 
We who were fortunate to come under her influence feel we are better for having had this association. 
Students through the years’ have tried to define the something about Greathouse School that has en-
deared it to everyone. The writer feels that that indefinable something is the personality of Mrs. Wag-
gener, and though she is gone from us now, her spirit will remain down through the ages. 
 
 
Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62): 
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Mayme Sweet Waggener 
 
On January 3, 1959, The Louisville Times published a headline which read, “St. Matthews Area 
Mourns Mrs. Waggener.” Recalling the fact that this suburb of Louisville, Kentucky is in itself a city 
of considerable size, this seems a broad statement. Yet none but a rank outsider in that city would 
not have known of her influence there, for she had built Greathouse School, located at Grandview 
and Fairfax Avenues, from a four-room, three-teacher institution to a $75,000, sixteen-room building 
housing more than six hundred pupils. She became principal in 1918, after having taught there two 
years, and began her long series of improvements and innovations, Listing all these worthy projects 
would be difficult, but a few of them may be described briefly. 
 
Long before other civic-minded people saw the need for teen-age organizations, Mrs. Mayme Sweet 
Waggener was sponsoring them, educating the community to accept the use of the school building 
for this purpose. 
 
Under her supervision, St. Matthews had the state’s first schoolboy patrol. 
 
In the l930’s, she originated the Damrosch music listening programs, and in later years, encouraged 
school-group attendance at the concerts given by the Louisville Orchestra. 
 
She organized a drum and bugle corps and various contests for pupils. 
 
For the seventh and eight grades, she instituted the biennial trip to Frankfort, Kentucky that they 
might see state government at its source. 
 
By act of the Kentucky Legislature of 1940, time was released for a weekly forty-five minute period 
for Bible study in public schools. Greathouse School was the first in Greater Louisville to take ad-
vantage of this act. The moral instruction was given by ministers of the local churches. This program 
was continued until the act was nullified, nine years later, by a court decision. 
 
She was active, also, in encouraging dramatics in every form and fashion.  
 
Mrs. Waggener established the first kindergarten ever connected with any school in that county, and 
it is still in operation (1953). 
 
One can see, then, why the school paper published at her retirement a poem which included the fol-
lowing lines:  She taught readin’, writin’, and ‘rithmatic,  Without the aid of a hickory stick. 
 
Mrs. Waggener was equally successful in integrating the school and the adult life of the community. 
Adults responded to her foresight and initiative as did the children under her direct supervision. 
Community activities carried on under her direction were both serious and entertaining. 
 
Early in her teaching career, Mrs. Waggener felt the need of closer unison between teacher and par-
ents and encouraged parent participation in school life. She also reached out into the community 
seeking the advice of business people. This interest and cooperation on the part of parents and com-
munity leaders have helped advance the educational opportunities of St. Matthews which in turn has 
played its part in the unusual growth of the community. 
 
The above was written by Mrs. Ruth Osborne, who taught under Mrs. Waggener for fifteen years, 
for publication in the newspaper, The Voice of St. Matthews, on January 8, 1953. 
 
Mayme Sweet Waggener believed that good health was basic to a good community. One of her fist 
health projects was a milk-drinking contest. In the early days at Greathouse, she established a hot-
lunch program. The hot food was prepared at home by curious mothers and delivered to the school at 
lunch time. Through the Parent-Teacher Association, a lunchroom was provided in the building in 
1931-one of the first in the county. In 1939, with the erection of the new building, a modem cafeteria 
staffed by PTA volunteers went into operation. 
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Mayme Sweet Waggener 
 
Inspired by Mrs. Waggener’s enthusiasm the Parent-Teacher Association held an annual carnival at 
which they cleared an average of $3,000 or more per year. 
 
School equipment, such as the first school phonograph, the first radio, etc, was obtained through the 
cooperation of the merchants of St. Matthews. 
 
That community spirit could be developed through fun as well as through work, Mrs. Waggener was 
aware. There were many social activities at Greathouse School for the parents. Some of the most in-
teresting were the fonnal dances for the community at which the Kentucky Military Institute band, 
and others, played. And Mayme was always the “aristocrat of the ball,” dressed in a velvet formal 
gown with her pearls and snow-white hair. She was an accomplished pianist and often stole the 
show by responding to requests for a “few selections.” She played selections ranging from “Turkey 
in the Straw” to the classics. 
 
At the time of her retirement the general attitude of the community of St. Matthews toward this be-
loved teacher was summed up by a first-grader who told her, “I love you so. I don’t want you to go.” 
The fact that Mayme Waggener did not consider retirement a time for sitting at home and reminisc-
ing was proved by her continued attendance at meetings of educational groups, always working for 
the best possible education for all Kentucky children. She also continued to go to concerts, and to 
attend meetings of the Filson Club and other organizations to which she belonged. She was a charter 
member of the Crescent Hill Woman’s Club, a member of the Crescent Hill Baptist Church, and also 
held membership in the Alpha Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. 
 
Mayme Sweet was born in Lexington, Kentucky, on February 3, 1876. When she was five years old, 
her family moved to Louisville. She was educated in the Portland Elementary School, the Louisville 
Female High School, and the Louisville Normal School, graduating from the latter in 1898. She also 
attended Western Kentucky State Normal School at Bowling Green, the University of Louisville, 
and the Louisville Conservatory of Music. 
 
She taught two years in the Louisville public schools before marrying John Morrison Waggener of 
St. Matthews on July 5, 1900. They had two children, Robert and Lucilc. 
 
Mayme Sweet Waggener died on January 2, 1953. 
 
Mrs. Ruth Osborne in the tribute mentioned above adeptly summarized the qualities of character 
which fitted Mrs. Waggener for leadership: “She had abounding health, a sympathetic understand-
ing, an enthusiastic outlook on life, an intense interest in her fellowman, and was fearless in pioneer-
ing for any cause that she felt made for the betterment of others.” 
 
The Mayme S. Waggener Junior High School in St. Matthews was dedicated in October 1953. Miss 
Elizabeth Bennett replied on behalf of the teachers. The school stands as a lasting monument to the 
influence of one woman teacher on the life of a city community. 
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Waggener High School, circa 1967-68. 

Waggener High School was named in honor of Mayme S. Waggener, born on February 3, 
1876. Mayme graduated from Louisville Female High School in 1896. At that time she entered 
the Louisville Normal School, where majoring in teaching, she set the course of her life-long 
career in education. 

On July 5, 1900, Mayme Sweet married John Morrison Waggener. After raising her children, 
Mrs. Waggener returned to teaching in 1914. By 1916, she had established herself at Great-
house Elementary School. From 1918 through 1946 she led the school as principal, thus begin-
ning the tradition of excellence which bears her name today. 

Mayme S. Waggener died on January 2, 1953. In September 1954, as a tribute to a community 
and educational leader, Jefferson County Public Schools named this facility, located at 330 
South Hubbards Lane, the Mayme S. Waggener Junior High School. Waggener was the first 
public secondary school to be located in the St. Matthews area. Initially dedicated as Mayme S. 
Waggener Junior High School, the building was renamed Mayme S. Waggener High School in 
September 1957. Waggener was expanded into a full six year high school by 1959. 

Over the years, Waggener has experienced nine additions and renovations. The original struc-
ture contained 17 general purpose classrooms and ten special rooms. The current facility 
boasts 50 classrooms as well as 18 technical and specialty rooms. Students can prepare for ca-
reers in the hospitality wing. This recent renovation houses a fully-equipped restaurant 
kitchen and banquet hall, a child care lab, bank, and shop for the architecture program. Stu-
dents have access to a state-of-the-art telecommunications studio, a video conference room, a 
full-service library, 4 computer labs with a total of over 150 computers throughout the school. 
The majority of computers have network access. Two gymnasiums, a wrestling/athletic condi-
tioning building, four tennis courts, along with softball, baseball and football fields round out 
the campus. 



 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:        School History 

Courtesy of Waggener Traditional High School Web Site.  

Waggener's history is steeped in tradition as a school of academic excellence. From its incep-
tion, the Waggener mission was to provide a college preparatory program. Waggener has con-
tinued to hold firm to the high standards set forth by its founders. In over forty years of his-
tory, 80 percent of the graduates have continued their educational pursuits at the college level. 
Waggener graduates have ranked at the top of the county in both National Merit Finalists and 
scholarships won categories. Currently, 50 percent of the student population is enrolled in ei-
ther the advanced or honors programs. 

Waggener Traditional High School, located in the greater Louisville area in the fourth class 
city of St. Matthews, draws over 950 students from the eastern part of Jefferson County and a 
smaller satellite area in the western part of Louisville. The community surrounding Waggener 
is made up of small businesses, apartments and single-family, middle-class homes. 

Waggener's culturally diverse population is comprised of a 33 percent minority student body, 
most of whom are African-American. All but about one and a half percent of the African 
American students reside in the western satellite district. Approximately seven percent of the 
students live outside the attendance zone, but have elected to participate in the engineering or 
architecture options program. 
 

WAGGENER TRADITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, 330 South Hubbards Lane, 40207; 485-8340 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Alumni Directory, 1996.  
Waggener High School was named in honor of Mayme S. Waggener, born February 3, 1876. 
Mayme graduated from Louisville Female High School, in 1896. At that time she entered the Louis-
ville Normal School where majoring in teaching, she set the course of her life-long career in educa-
tion. 
 
On July 5, 1900, Mayme Sweet married John Morrison Waggener. After raising her children, Mrs. 
Waggener returned to teaching in 1914; by 1916, she had established herself at Greathouse Elemen-
tary School. From 1918 through 1946 she led the school as principal, thus beginning the tradition of 
excellence which bears her name today. 
 
Mayme S. Waggener died on January 2, 1953. As a tribute to a community leader and an educator of 
vision, in September 1954, the Jefferson County Public Schools named the facility, located at 330 
South Hubbards Lane, the Mayme S. Waggener Junior High School. 
 
Waggener was the first public secondary school to be located in the St. Matthews area. Initially dedi-
cated as Mayme S. Waggener Junior High School, the building was renamed Mayme S. Waggener 
High School in September 1957. Waggener was expanded into a full six-year high school by 1959. 
 
Over the years Waggener has experienced nine additions and renovations. The original structure 
contained 17 general purpose classrooms and ten special rooms. The current facility boasts 50 class-
rooms, as well as 18 technical and specialty rooms. Students can prepare for careers in the hospital-
ity wing. This recent renovation houses a fully-equipped restaurant kitchen and banquet ball, a child 
care lab, bank, gift shop and hotel suite. Students have access to a state-of-the-art telecommunica-
tions studio, as well as a full-service audio-visual department and library, with world-wide web 
hook-up projected in the spring of 1996. Two gymnasiums and a wrestling/athletic conditioning 
building round out the campus. 
 
Waggener’s history is steeped in tradition as a school of academic excellence. From its inception, 
the Waggener mission was to provide a college preparatory program. Waggener has continued to 
hold firm to the high standards set forth by its founders. In over forty years of history 80 percent of 
the graduates have continued their educational pursuits at the college level. 
 
Waggener graduates have ranked at the top of the county in both National Merit Finalists and schol-
arships won categories. Currently, 50 percent of the student population is enrolled in either the ad-
vance or honors programs. 
 
Waggener Traditional High School, located in the greater Louisville area in the fourth class city of 
St. Matthews, draws its 1,022 students from the eastern part of Jefferson County and a smaller satel-
lite area in the western part of Louisville. The community surrounding Waggener is made up of 
small businesses, apartments and single-family, middle-class homes. 
 
Waggener’s culturally diverse population is comprised of a 33 percent minority student body, most 
of whom are African-American. All but about one and a half percent of the African-American stu-
dents reside in the western satellite district. Approximately seven percent of the students live outside 
the attendance zone, but have elected to participate in the engineering options program for the hospi-
tality magnet program. 
 
Currently there are 61 full-time teachers, two itinerant teachers as well as two business support staff 
persons. The administrative staff includes one principal, two assistant principals, two full-time coun-
selors and a part-time counselor/teacher. 
 
Waggener has a PTSA as welt as 36 extracurricular clubs, activities and sports. Six businesses in the 
community have formally established school! business partnerships with Waggener Traditional. On-
going articulation agreements have been established with Bellarmine College, Kentucky Tech, Sulli-
van College and Jefferson Community College. Mentoring programs with G. E., Courtyard Marriott, 
University of Louisville and the Kentucky Department of Science and Technology Council promote 
hands-on learning. 
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Waggener Traditional High School continues to provide excellence in educational opportunities. In 
its quest to provide learning opportunities for a broad spectrum of students, Waggener programs 
have expanded to include classes for ECE, high-risk and comprehensive students, as well as honors 
and advance. Every student can experience success in a program tailored to their specific needs. The 
mission of preparing graduates for life in the 21st century remains the constant challenge of your 
alma mater. 
 

More: 
 

In 1958, the newly formed Future Homemakers of America Club had nine members; each young 
lady held an office in the organization. Their motto was ‘Toward New Horizons.” 
 
Waggener’s High Patrol were seen each day assisting with traffic control. The boys wore official 
uniforms which consisted of badges and safety helmets. 
 
The very first Lair rolled off the presses with a fierce looking Wildcat mascot announcing its claim 
to dominance over all other contenders. 
 
In came the 1960’s and a brand new sound in music. Waggenerites could be found at the local 
V.F.W. Zachary Taylor Post dancing the night away under the melodious strains of the local bands; 
The Rugbys, The Renowns and The Falcons. Bermuda shorts, madras shirts, bouffant hairdos and 
Weejuns were a sign of the times. “Cruisin” became a popular pastime at Frisch’s and Burger Chef 
after the weekly sock-hops. 
 
School life held many opportunities to showcase the budding talents of the ever growing student 
body. The award winning Chit-Chat Newspaper and introspect Literary Magazine became the focus 
of the Waggener writers. The annual Quill and Scroll Writing Contest provided an avenue for pub-
lishing the works of countless students dreaming to become the next Hemingway. Members of the 
newly organized Thespians won at regional competition. Business and academic clubs sprang up and 
membership multiplied with each new year. Their charters outlined the mission of preparing students 
for the world. 
 
To broaden their horizons beyond the St. Matthews area, Waggener students began to participate in 
the foreign exchange program sponsored by Dr. George Brodschi, at the University of Louisville. 
The Student Council sponsored foreign exchange students who were quick to make Waggener their 
home away from home. Wildcats boarded planes for studies overseas to sample new languages and 
cultures.    
 
Those desiring a treat a little closer to home, and far less costly, could be found any night of the 
week munching on hand-dipped ice cream cones at Ehrler’s Dairy. Paying for a prom dress from 
Greenups or renting a tuxedo was high finance, so part-time jobs occupied students’ evenings and 
weekends. 
 
The first Red and Gray Day was ushered into tradition in 1965 as the pep club went into action after 
hours of painting the finishing touches on the banners that festooned the bleachers. Bon fires, car 
rallies and pep assemblies provided a  respite from the rigors of preparing for the ACT and SAT 
tests. Waggener began the tradition of academic excellence as the school led the entire state in Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Finalists. 
   
The tumultuous 1960’s touched the lives of a generation of Waggener Wildcats. The football team 
had worked long and hard to advance to the play-offs. Waggener was going head-to-head against  
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Alumni Directory, 1996.  

Male High School for the city championship. The atmosphere, around the “Cat’s Den” was intense 
with anticipation of a major win. Talk of victory spread though the halls like wildfire. Everyone 
made plans to attend the big game. Suddenly, out of nowhere, the world was stilled by an assassin’s 
bullet in Dallas, The game was postponed while the country mourned the loss of a president. 
 
Later in the decade, the stark reality of death hit closer to home when five graduates were killed in 
Vietnam. These five young men gave their lives on foreign soil for the principles of patriotism and 
service instilled during their years at Waggener. 
 
Powder-puff football, vaudeville, senior plays, she-male contests and senior beanies ushered in the 
1970’s. The Electronics Club and the Caduceans (for those interested in pursuing a career in medi-
cine) were born. The Pep Club swung into high gear as they issued membership cards and painted 
the faces of willing members prior to games. Homecoming marked a new addition at the front of the 
cafeteria: the Pep Club display. You could eat lunch under the watchful gaze of the paper mache 
life-size Wildcat. “Bring on the Eagles” became the battle cry! 
 
The News Report was the communication link with the students as they learned of future events. Na-
tional award winning Chit-Chats were distributed during homeroom every other week and kept stu-
dents informed on issue of relevance to them. The headlines read—”Waggener Debaters Win State!” 
 
The Student Council produced the first school calendar which featured 12 calendar girls. Yearbook 
pictures recorded for posterity the latest fashions which included: Afro haircuts, miniskirts, silver 
and turquoise jewelry, spoon rings and bell bottoms. For the first time ever, girls could wear slacks 
in class at Waggener. Some students were seen in the halls wearing clothing with Greek letter an-
nouncing their membership in the popular high school social clubs. 
 
Saturday nights were the time to forget about homework, term papers and tardy bells. Wildcats 
danced the night away at Harlow’s and Babe’s. Disco was sweeping the nation, and Waggenerites 
were on board. Popular dances were the Busstop, the Hustle and the Swing. The Vogue Theater was 
a popular gathering spot when WLRS radio station sponsored midnight movies Waggener students, 
dressed for the costume competition, poured into the theater in droves for each performance of “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.” 
 
Bussing for desegregation turned Waggener into a school with two attendance areas. Students were 
transported according the first letter of their last names to cluster schools. Lessons in cultural diver-
sity were being learned first hand. 
 

Waggener began offering classes in the district’s new Elective Quarter Plan. TV classes of 200 stu-
dents meant you were a number, e.g. B-3-6, which corresponded to section, row and seat. Sixth pe-
riod study hall and early dismissal were the goals of every senior. 
 

The annual girls’ Junior-Senior football game took on a new element with the addition of an all-male 
football court. Waggener was on fire with sports fever. When a point system was used to break a 
four-team tie for the football playoffs, Waggener earned the title as co-champion, but Westport was 
selected to represent the district in the playoffs. Revenge was sweet when the Waggener Wrestlers 
won the state championship. 
 

The 1980’s brought a change of the guard. The Vietnam War Memorial was established in the li-
brary to pay tribute to fallen graduates. A new generation with renewed social consciousness was 
beginning to emerge. The seniors took the lead by examining the past and building the future upon 
the time honored traditions. 
 

The Lip Sync Competition was born when heavy metal, the Village People and the Supremes all 
converged in the gym for an afternoon of fun. Spirit Week became bigger and better with each day’s 
activities building to a hectic frenzy, culminating in football and basketball Homecomings. Under-
class students pined for the day when they could take their rightful place as seniors and wrap them-
selves in toga bed sheets for the day. 
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The rising costs of prom, graduation honors night and the recently instituted academic award cere-
mony, created a new fund-raising venue — the penny collection cans in homeroom. Holidays were 
celebrated with Valentine flowers, Turkey Grams or St. Patty Shamrock treats delivered to your fa-
vorite person during class. Game days were especially memorable to the varsity football squad when 
cheerleaders decorated their lockers and baked chocolate chip cookies to help sustain the team dur-
ing those grueling practice sessions. 
 

With the 1980’s came a renewed desire for a return to a more formal era. Dances were elaborate 
events held off campus. 
 

Students began the evening with the obligatory pictures in front of the fireplace at home, then pro-
ceeded to a full course dinner at The Terrace or Hasenour’s. Chauffeur driven limousines would 
queue up to the portico of the Sheraton, and Wildcats would emerge looking quite different from 
their appearance in first period the previous day. 
 

The ring ceremony, ushering the seniors into upper-class status, was held at night, thus taking on a 
more solemn air.  Waggener Wildcats earned new respect on the playing field as the school reached 
the playoffs in football. 
 

In 1987, Waggener joined the Coalition of Essential Schools. Teaching practices began to focus on 
principles which placed the educator in a role as coach. Students began to assume added responsi-
bilities for learning. Problem solving took on new dimensions as the computer and in-depth research 
became a mainstay in classroom assignments. 
 

In the 1990’s Waggener continued the quest as a forerunner forging the path for others to follow. As 
one of the first high schools in the county to embrace Participatory Management, Waggener made 
inroads with shared decision making, prior to the Kentucky Educational Reform Act. In 1991, Wag-
gener became the first school in Jefferson County to become approved by the state for school-based 
management. Waggener was one of only two schools in Kentucky to have a state approved alternate 
model for the composition of its School Based Decision Making Council. Student and clerical staff 
representatives were elected members on the Waggener School Council. The council tackled the 
weighty issues of curriculum, personnel, scheduling, budget and policy making, thus acting upon 
decisions which would impact the direction of the school in the 21st century. 
 

Waggener, ever changing to meet the needs of the community, was designated a Magnet Career 
Academy with increased curricular offerings to include engineering and hospitality. Students could 
focus on a comprehensive course of study in electrical, chemical or mechanical engineering. A state-
of-the-art communications studio provided the electronic communications capabilities that would 
catapult Waggener students into the information age. 
 

As the recipient of the highly coveted Hospitality Program, Waggener was selected to develop and 
house one of the district’s magnet programs, featuring areas of child care, culinary arts, construction 
technology and building maintenance. Students from all over the county applied for admission into 
these newly developed programs. Magnet Career Academy was added to the name of Waggener 
High School, thus formally ushering in a new era for the school. 
 

By 1994, the push for traditional school status mounted to a full scale campaign. The school based 
decision making council, under the leadership of the principal, began collecting data to present to the 
Jefferson County School Board to begin the process of including Waggener as a district traditional 
school. 
 

In November of 1994, the Jefferson County School Board voted to officially change the name of Mayme S. 
Waggener High School Magnet Career Academy to Waggener Traditional High School to reflect its commit-
ment to academic excellence, citizenship, community and patriotism. Later in the year, the Kentucky State 
Department of Education announced Waggener was one of only three high schools in the district to receive 
funds as a KERA Rewards School. 
 

The reputation of Waggener has been widespread and long-lasting because of its high academic standards. The school has 
become the hub of the St. Matthews community with the residents and businesses demonstrating their support. Many 
Waggener alumni are now parents of students currently attending the school. For generations to come the ideals of hard 
work, scholastic achievement, and community service will live on through the impact of its graduates, for Waggener 
Wildcat Country is the best place to be this side of heaven. 
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Fight Song 
 

On Ye Wildcats 
 

On ye Wildcats, 
 

On ye Wildcats, 
 

Fight for Victory! 
 
 

Red and grey 
 

Our colors dear 
 

Will lead the way 
 

Through all our years 
 
 

We’ll be faithful to our school 
 

and never let it die 
 

We dedicate this song to 
 

Waggener High! 
 
 
 
 

Alma Mater 
 

This our Alma Mater, Dear Ole Waggener High.  
We enter here to learn, depart to serve mankind. 

 
Loving colors red, grey, may they ever fly.  

Reverence, beauty, joy of friends are memories  
of you. Though we leave in sadness, we must go  

our ways. We will forever keep you in our hearts. 
Honor, pride and glory, May they ever grow. To  
remind us of the years with you, Waggener High. 
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Jeanette Caswell 
& Bobby Lam 
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Not sure of date, but this we think is Edith 
(Abigail Hoertz, now Gail Johnson (61) and Bar-
bara Stoops (61). 

Lula Freeman and unknown friends 

Early Waggener, unknown date, from Larry 
Myers, (60) 
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The County Recreation Board this week an-
nounced the opening of a wood shop recrea-
tion program at Waggener Junior High 
School. 
 
This recreation is open to both men and 
women. 
 
The activity, beginning November 9, at 7 
p.m., will be held each Tuesday night for a 
three hour period. 
 
Roy Buchus will be the instructor in charge 
of the program and all adults interested in 
this form of recreation should be present and 
register at the first meeting.  A small break-
age fee will be charged, but there will be no 
instructional fee since the County Recreation 
Board takes care of this expense. 
 
Hand tools and power tools will be available 
to those taking part, but the materials to be 
used will have to be furnished by the individ-
ual.  This and other information will be ex-
plained to the group at the first meeting on 
November 9.  The group must average 15 
members in order to justify the expense in-
volved.  Therefore, the Recreation Board is 
asking that all those interested be present, if 
possible, and sign up with Mr. Buchus. 
 
For information call the Jefferson county 
Playground and Recreation Board in the ar-
mory Building, CL 6671. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 11 & 18, 1954:  
   

Waggener—How St. Matthews Churches Help Their Youth, by Carolyn Kraft 
 
Last week the president of International Rotary said the juvenal delinquency problems are being really decreased by the 
miracle of interest in church activities among the youth of America.  I thought that this week I would wander away from 
Waggener with some of the Wildcats and see some of the youth activities which take place in the churches of St. Matthews 
area. 
 
The St, Matthews Methodist Church has four purposes:  To develop its youth physically, spiritually, socially, and to 
teach them to work.  The Methodist Youth Forum, or the M.Y.F. as it is more commonly called, has its meetings on Sunday 
evenings.  On Monday a workshop for social work is held.  The Intermediate Groups are level is 12-14; the Senior, 15-20.  
Refreshments are served and games are enjoyed by all. 
 
Baseball teams are organized each summer, and picnics are held on the church grounds.  Alice Miller, Judy Terry, Judy 
Lawrence, Sally Carmichael, Mary Louise Bridges, Linda Engle, Jim Koons, Danny Chitwood, Roger Patterson, Susan 
Boynton, and Janice Livesay, are some of the members of the M.V.F. 
 
Beargrass Christian Church has Christian Youth Fellowship.  The high school club is called Chirho.  At 5 p.m. on Sun-
days a snack supper is served and devotions, movies, ping-pong, and dances are held.  A spring and fall Roundup are held 
in Middletown.  Suzanne Keeling, Judy Reeder, Linda McConnel, Bill Fru, and Darlene Scheibel are C.Y.F. members. 
 
Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church has a large following of Waggener students in the youth choir:  Bobby Mann, Mar-
garet White, Mary Ann Powell, Lynn Brocker, Nancy Lodewick, Ruth Whittaker, Bobby Stickway, Hallie Dumke, Irene 
Baker, Sally Thorne, Sue Abbott, Gerri Ashton, sally Mencke, and Barbara Caswell.  Sunday evening after practice supper 
is served by the patents.  Worship services are followed by a recreation period.  The junior high organization is called the 
Pioneers. Rallies are held with other church clubs. 
 
Our Lady of Lourdes holds the Chilalo Teen Club for high school age students every Sunday night from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:30.  Other dances and picnics are enjoyed, and a boy scout troop is also sponsored by the church.  Joe Schildt, Anne Rat-
terman, Dave Settle, Mary Carmel, Frank Westfall, Barr Schulte, and Deanna Rosa are some of the members. 
 
Kathy Huber tells me that the Holy Trinity Teen Club is held on Monday night from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Dancing and ping-
pong are a regular part of their program,.  There is an annual outing which was held last year at Spring Mill, Indiana. 
 

Waggener—Visiting Teen Groups At St. Mathews Churches, by Carolyn Kraft 
 
Last week we visited the St. Matthews Methodist, Harvey Browne Presbyterian, Our Lady of Lourdes, Beargrass Christian, 
and Holy Trinity Churches with some of the teen-agers from Waggener.  This week we shall continue our trip. 
 
The St. Matthews Baptist Church has one of the most active church youth groups in the St. Matthews area.  They have 
the Baptist Training Union, or B.T.U. as it is called.  The programs are planned and presented by the youngsters them-
selves.  Their purpose is to teach the principles of the Baptist Church.  There are choirs for all ages.  Every Sunday, choir 
practice is held, followed by a supper; then evening church services and fellowship follow.  Carole Straub, Judy Surber, 
Peggy Johnson, Carolyn Jones, Margaret Mitchell, Mary Beth Carr, Eddie Owens, Alan Pezold, Jim Nall, Beverly Samson, 
Judy Tankersley, Kevin Hall, Charles Dale, Charles Oldham, and Joy Ellis are members of this group. 
 
The St. Matthews Episcopal Church has a Sunday night meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. for its young people.  There are two 
groups, one for junior high students, the other for senior high students.  Business meetings, topics, and recreation are en-
joyed by all.  Hayrides and parties are planned by the members.  Ann L Crosse, Connie Carter, Susan Gowdy, Betty 
Dietrich, Patsy Harvath, Sally Marmion, and Warren Smalley belong to his organization. 
 
Bethel Evangelical and Reformed Church holds its meetings every other Sunday night at the church.  A leader from the 
Presbyterian Seminary conducts these sessions.  Topics, worship, and refreshments are a regular part of the program.  
Bobby What, Harold Haeberlin, Jean Brahnam, and Sandra Saam are members of the group. 
 
St. John Lutheran Church has three active groups which serve its young people.  The Junior Luther League is for chil-
dren in the third to fifth grades; the Intermediate league is for sixth to eight grades.  The Senior league is composed of high 
school students.  Luther League Rallies are held with the other Luther Leagues of all the other Lutheran Churches of Louis-
ville.  A topic, a dinner served by the parents, worship service, and business meetings are included at each gathering.  The 
interesting discussion which follows the topics encourages personal opinions and ideas.  Parties and all other activates are 
planned by the members.  Ronnie Harding, Carol Isham, Jim Painter, Judy Nelson, Judy Davis, Gary Paxton, Connie Cot-
tier, Richard Stokes, and Carolyn Kraft are members who go to Waggener. 
 
The Broadway Baptist Church has both a junior and senior high group that meet separately every Sunday night at 6 
o’clock.  They have a study program.  They join each other at 7 o’clock for a community supper.  Each group has its own 
social gatherings, usually once a month.  The junior high students enjoy parties, while early morning breakfasts have more 
appeal for the senior high age.  Hamilton Cook, Frank Gay, Alan Jure, Barbara Williams, Marie VanHoose, Carley Sue 
Revell, Linda Lowe, Sue Ann Flint, Patsy Dowden, Joyce Nathan, Marshelle Hardesty, and Kay Shipman are members of 
this organization. 
 
By the way, speaking of ten are groups, the sock hop at Waggener last Saturday was a lot of fun.  I learned how to do the 
Camel Walk! A little more complicated that the Bunny Hop perhaps, but fun!  I hope I haven’t skipped anybody as we vis-
ited your various church.  If I have, please forgive you reporter, it wasn’t intentional.  Be reading me next week. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   December 9, 1954    

First Waggener Monthly Is Due Out December 17 
 
A monthly newspaper is being organized at Waggener Junior High 
School, and the first edition is due to be published December 17. 
 
The name has not yet been picked. 
 
Under the supervision of Glen Edelen, eighth core and science 
teacher, the paper’s staff has been named.  Plans call for the 
mimeographing of the first edition, but the remaining editions will 
be printed, four to six pages each. 
 
The staff’s leaders are all ninth graders.  Phoebe Keith and Connie 
Carter are co-editors.  Steve Sales is business manager.  Judy 
Tunkersley is news and features editor; Margaret White, sports 
editor; and Mary Ann Powell, advertising director. 
 
The staff will attempt to finance this paper through paper sales and 
advertising. 
 
Miss Carter, 14, worked as a gossip columnist on the Greathouse 
School paper last year.  She is the daughter of Mr.. and Mrs. How-
ard A. Carter, 1016 Old Cannons Lane.  She belongs to St. Mat-
thews Episcopal Church, the Music Club at Waggener, and the 
Kappa Chi social club. 
 
Her co-editor Miss Keith, 14, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Paul Keith, Jr. 612 Rudy Lane.  Mr. Keith is Mayor of the City of 
Windy Hills.  Last year, Phoebe was a reporter on the Stivers 
school paper, “The Inkwell.” 
 
She attends St. Francis-in-the-Fields Church, and belongs to the 
Jeraygro Club.  She is president of the Art Club at Waggener, and a 
senior scout in Troop 12 at Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
Mr. Sales, 14, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Sales, 134 Bow 
Lane.  An Eastern High student last year, he was editor of his camp 
paper last summer.  He attends Adath Israel church. 
 
Vice president of the science Club at Waggener, he belongs to the 
AZA 107, a social club, and to the St. Matthews Tropical Fish 
Club.  A scout, he is in Troop 215 at Broadway Baptist Church. 
 
Miss Tankersley, 13, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Tanker-
sley, 123 Bonner Avenue.  She worked last year on Eastern High’s 
eighth grade paper.  Secretary of the dramatis Club, she also be-
longs to the Fi social club.  She attends the Highland and St. Mat-
thews Baptist Churches. 
 
Miss White, 13, was also a member of the Greathouse paper staff 
last year.  Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. Galen White, 3428 Hy-
cliffe.  She belongs to Harvey Browne church, the LTL social club, 
and the Future Teachers of America at Waggener. 
 
Miss Powell, 14, was activity editor of the Greathouse paper last 
year.  A member of the Foreign Language Club at school and of 
Harvey Browne church.  She works after school at the Swiss 
Cleaners in Fairmeade.  She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ran-
kin Powell, 108 Hemingway. 
 
Mr. Edelen, 23, is in the second year as a teacher.  He was at Great-
house last year, and faculty advisor for the paper there.  Born in 
Taylorsville, he got his AB and MA in education at Western.  He is 
married to the former Lucille Snider of Jeffersontown.  They live at 
1034 Lotus way and attend East Audubon Baptist Church. 
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Courtesy Maggie Huber Westland the Chit Chat and The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

Unknown publication, from Brent Robbins (60): 
3 photos 
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May 12, 1955 
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May 19, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Waggener—Club Gives Pantomimes And Skits, by Carolyn Kraft—May 12, 1955 
 
The Dramatic Club Thursday at Waggener gave one of the most ______ programs we’ve had this year.  They showed us the 
way they started last fall with pantomimes and worked up to compete plays. 
 
The last pantomime on the program was the “Melodrama” staring Martha Stent, Bill Frew, Betty Dietrich, sherry Laffoon, 
Suzanne Simms, and ?????? Livesay. 
 
The next presentation was “A Soldier, Soldier, Won’t You Mary Me!” with Gary Paxton and Carley Revell. 
 
Then came several shot skits.  The first one featured Nancy Herhoff, Judy Lawrence, and Judy Tankersley.  The next fea-
tured Ellen Thurman, D. Cline, Margle Hopams, Susan Gowdy, Henrietta Bennett, and Becky Arnett. 
 
Then came a one act play called “Marco, Goes A Courting,.”  It starred Sue Abot, Sally Merke, Sally Thorn, Lucy Wood-
ward, Sharon Seabolt, and Jan Hurtzler.  Mrs. Katherine Kirwan, Mrs. AAnne Jenkins, and Mrs. Delores Croker are the 
sponsors. 
 
Starting June 1 and ending July 10 summer band and orchestra rehearsals will be held in the Waggener Music Building.  
The session will be held for six weeks.  Mrs. Eleanor Ritchie and Mr. carl Markert will rehearse them all together.  They 
will have two concerts and will play interesting worth while music.  For more information call Mrs. Ritchie at ——  
 
Next paragraph to bad to decipher. 
 
Tonight at 7:30 the Waggener Talent Show will be presented in the school's gym.  This should be a very good show, and we 
hope you’ll attend.  The admission fee is 35 cents for adults and 25 cents for children of school age. 
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June 9,  1955 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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December 15, 1955 
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Courtesy of Al Ring:  “Typical, hardly,” Waggener Junior High report card. 
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Courtesy Josephine “Jo” Crume Miles: 

CRYA                   (Sock Hops) 
 

CRYA stands for County Recreation Youth Association.                                The print on the front side says: 
  
A number will be issued for all teen age club meetings and all county-wide teen age meetings.  This card must be punched 
for attendance on the specified number.  THIS CARD IS ISSUED TO_________________________ AND IS NOT 
TRANSFERABLE.   
  
MEMBERSHIP CARD issued to ________________ who is hereby entitled to attend all C.R.Y.A. club meetings, dances, 
special programs and to participate in all county-wide events sponsored by the C.R.Y.A 
 
Signed     Charlie Spears               Date____________                 Jefferson  County Recreation Youth Association 
sponsored by the Jefferson  County Playground and Recreation Board, 450 Armory Place, Louisville 2, Ky. 
 
NOT TRANSFERABLE                                                              The other side of the card says: 
  
IMPORTANT TO YOU—This card is your ticket of admission to Jefferson County Teen Age Clubs, and both the local and 
county-wide dances and other programs held exclusively for members of the C.R.Y.A. and their guests. 
 
This card is not transferable.  If presented by anyone other than the person named on the reverse of this card, admission will 
be denied and the card destroyed. 
 
Please note that this admission ticket may be punched only once for any specific admission.  It may not be used as a "return 
Check" at any C.R.Y.A. program.   
 
Guests will be admitted to C.R.Y.A. dances or other "open" programs only when accompanied by their host or hostess who 
must be a member of C.R.Y.A.    All guests must present "Guest Tickets" for admission to C.R.Y.A.  functions. 
  
"THE TEEN COMMANDMENTS" 
  
1.  Members shall at all times conduct themselves as ladies and gentlemen. 
2.  There shall be no drinking of alcoholic beverages at the club and no member shall be admitted to the club who has  
 recently been drinking elsewhere. 
3.  There shall be no gambling of any description. 
4.  Club members who destroy, break or mutilate any furniture, or any equipment shall immediately replace same or pay for it. 
5.  Club members shall not permit non-members to use their cards. 
6.  There shall be no profanity or vulgar language. 
7.  There shall be no disorderly conduct. 
8.  Each club member shall immediately and without protest respect the wish and instructions of the adult person or member 
 officers in  charge. 
9.  The members shall take turns in the use of the facilities of the club if they are limited. 
10.  The violation of any rule shall be punishable by the forfeiture of membership cards and rights of membership in the club. 
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Courtesy of Maren J. Heuser Smith (61): 

Back Row:  Lula Freeman, Zara Knopf, Mrs. Goodell,                           
       Sandy Hash, Claudette Ray 
Front Row:  Peggy Carman, Gail Hoertz, Barbara Stoops 

Clayton Watkins 
 

NOTE:  ALL PHOTOS TAKEN IN WAGGENER’S 
FRONT PARKING LOT 

Front Row:  Robin Meeker, James Chaney, Steve      
         McCreary, Rudy Miller, Billy Link 
Back Row:  Dickey Bedwell, Danny Dierking 

Back Row:  Karalee Goranflo, Paula Hunter 
 
Front Row:  Sidney Wardle, Sue Miller 

Lula Freeman, Jan Coates Mrs. Cabb, math teacher, Barbara Stoops 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                                  1956 
Courtesy of Maren J. Heuser Smith (61): 

Back Row:  Robin Meeker, Steve McCreary, Tom Walsh 
 
Front Row:  Keith Crume, Joey Carlton, Jerry Warren  

Gail Heortz & Barbara Stoops 

Bev Eastes & Betty Talbott Pam McGrath 1957, Karen’s pony, Merry Christmas 

Pam McGrath & Thelma Tate, school, 1959  
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Mrs. Hays 8th grade core, Joni Wells—- 
Nelson Lamkin, ????, Jim Hunter, Ron Hammerle, 

Spring of 1956 

Rodney Smith, Bob Sexton, Jill Hancock, Terry ????, 
Susan Fix, Bert Pence, Joe Wilson 

Spring of 1956 

Field trip to Frankfort, February 1956 
?????, Nancy Davis, Elaine Gutwein  

Field trip to Frankfort, February 1956 
Tom Bedwell 

Teacher (parent ???) skit, Waggener Jr. High School, March 1956 



 
 

I remember this picture very well, it appeared in the Courier Journal. It was taken sometime prior to 1957 (I think 
1956) as we moved from Chenoweth Lane in '57. I can't recall why Pam and I were selected for the honor because we 
were just neighbors and friends, we never really dated.  
  
Pam found the picture and sent it to me, I had totally forgotten about it, but I sure remember it now. So, for what it's 
worth, I thought I'd share it with the group. (I wish I could read those record labels, most likely Elvis records) 
  
Dick Bedwell '61 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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January 12, 1956 

March 1, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 1, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 22, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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April 5, 1956 

March 22, 
1956 

Above 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                                  1956 

April 26, 1956 

May 3, 1956 

 

April 12, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 3, 1956: 
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May 17, 1956 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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May 24, 1956 

May 31, 1956 

 

May 17, 1956 
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August 23, 1956 

June 28, 1956 

August 23, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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October 25, 1956 

September 20, 1956 

November 8, 1956 

November 29, 1956 

December 6, 1956 

December 13, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 20, 1956: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 27, 1956: 
 

Christmas Present to Barry Barmore From The United States Marines 
 

Barry Barmore finally realized his ambition to become a United States Marine. 
 
I happened Friday at the Waggener Junior High auditorium after the school’s colorful Christmas pageant.  Principal John 
Lowe stepped to the stage and asked the crowd of about 1,000 students, parents and guests to keep their seats for another 
program.   
 
The crowd groaned.  They wanted to get out after the hour and a half show.  But Mr. Lowe announced that he had on the 
stage 10 United States Marines.  The Marine Corps must be very popular with junior high schoolers, because they let out a 
rousing cheer. 
 
Marine Major John C. Johnson stepped out and called for 14-year-old Barry, a seventh grader at Waggener, to come to the 
stage.  Barry hobbled forward on his crutches.  When he got to the stage, the curtain went back and there stood a squad of 
marines in their snappy dress blues. 
 
Major Johnston revealed that Barry, of 3328 Elmwood, had written a letter to Marine Commandant Randolph Pate saying 
that he had always wanted to be a Marine but knew he couldn’t because he was crippled by polio.  He asked General Pate if 
he could tell him where to get a Marine outfit as he wasn't able to obtain one anywhere in Louisville. 
 
The General ordered the Louisville-based Marines to bring to Barry an autographed photo of himself (the General), a model 
helicopter used by Marines for amphibious operations, a Marine emblem and a marine paper-weight. 
 
Major Johnston gave these to Barry.  Then he announced it was against the law and marine Corps policy to let anyone have 
a Marine uniform.  But, he said, Santa Claus had been there that day, and he held a full-dress-blues U. S. Marine Corps uni-
form, with tech sergeants stripes of yellow and red, and with white cap.  These he present to Barry. 
 
Then the Major snapped his squad to attention, and ordered Barry to take his place in the ranks.  “You are now a sergeant in 
the United States Marines,” he said. 
 
During the ceremony, Barry broke down and cried on a Marine sergeant’s shoulder.  He wasn’t the only one.  There was 
hardly a dry eye in the packed auditorium at the sight of Barry getting such a Christmas Present from the nation’s toughest 
fighting outfit.  Barry is the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. O. E. Barmore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Note:  I was there and remember this.  I teared up then and I teared up typing this.  A. R.) 
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Courtesy of Al Ring: 

 
 
 
Atomic Energy Plant made by Al Ring 
with help of his Dad, Clinton Ring for a  
school project.   
 
Back yard of family home at 501 
Kinglan Road. 
 
 
 
Class trip to Frankfort, Kentucky, just 
can’t remember the details. 
 

 



Courtesy of The Voice of St. Matthews, August 15, 1957: 
 

Special bus to take some pupils to Waggener 
 

The Louisville Bus Co. is putting on a special bus to take care of students living in the Greathouse 
school district who will attend Waggener School this Fall. 
 
Bus superintendent of schedules John S. Akers said the added service will begin Sept. 9. 
 
School starts Sept. 3. The first week, students must catch the present bus which comes down Breckin-
ridge Lane from Frank-tort Avenue to Springhill and up Springhill to Browns Lane. This is a regular 
bus run and will be continued. 
 
In a letter to Mrs. Nelson Lamkins and Mrs. Gilbert Armstrong, leaders of the drive to secure the bus, 
Mr. Akers said: 
 
“Bus service from the Willis-Cannons Lane-Hycliffe area will be provided to Waggener School begin-
ning Sept. 9. The bus will be marked Oak-St. Matthews-Springhill and will run over the Oak Street-
Hycliffe route an d the Walnut-Springhill route to Browns Lane and Springhill Road as follows: 
 
“From Breckinridge Lane and Willis Avenue over Willis to Cannons Lane, over Cannons Lane to Hy-
cliffe, over Hycliffe to Breckinridge Lane, over Breckinridge Lane to Springhill Road over Springhill 
Road to Browns Lane. Return by same route in reverse after 3 p.m. 
 
“Bus will leave Breckinridge Lane and Willis at 7:57 am. Cannons Lane and Hycliffe at 8:05, will ar-
rive at Browns Lane and Springhill at 8:15 am. On return trip will leave Browns Lane and Springhill at 
3:08 p.m. 
 
“Regular school fare, 20 tickets for $1.85 without transfers or 20 for $2.00 with transfer, will be 
charged to children who obtain School Permit Cards from the School Office on opening day of school 
which will permit purchase of school tickets at Ashbury-Berman Drug Store” 
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Courtesy of Betsey (St. Clair) Skiles: 

Sandy Stevens, Annette Wahl, Fidele Hinman, Betsy Skiles 
Note from Fidele—I’m thinking it’s more like 1954 or so, 

we look awfully young!   

January 17, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, January 31, 1957: 
 

Waggener Enrollment Of 2,200 By ‘59 Seen 
Lowe Discusses Core System, Languages 

 
The enrollment at Waggener Junior High school in 1959 will be abut 2,200 pupils, if present population increase trends con-
tinue, according to principal John Lowe. 
 
But by then, Waggener will be a full-fledged, six-year high school, he indicated.  Present enrollment is abut 850 pupils in 
grades seven through nine, he said. 
 
He also made two other major points in a talk before 120 mothers from six Waggener “feeder” schools at Chenoweth 
School on Thursday. 
 
1.  The study of foreign languages is enormously popular among junior high students, but most colleges no longer require 
such courses for admission. 
 
2.  The Core system is used for seventh and eight grade pupils in the County school system “primarily in bridge the gap 
between elementary and secondary schools.” 
 
Present were mothers from Greathouse, St. Matthews, Chenoweth, Stivers, Ballard and Lyndon Elementary Schools. 
 
It was the first joint parent-education study meeting sponsored by the P.T.A.’s at these schools.  Mrs. James W. May con-
ducted the meeting. 
 
“In the secondary school s of Jefferson County, we offer the Core in the seventh and eight grades primarily to bridge the gap 
between elementary and secondary schools,” said Mr. Lowe. 
 
“In a Core set-up, the student spends three hours under one teacher...This three-hour blank of time cushions the shock of 
having so many teachers to adjust to during the course of a school day.  It also provides a home base whereby the pupil may 
be able to return to this particular teacher for guidance and help.” 
 
The Core teacher instructs his pupils in social studies.  English, spelling, health and science, he said. 
 
He said that while some colleges still have foreign-language requirements for students wishing to enter, most of them do 
not. 
 
“Colleges are the ones who have dropped the requirements, not the high school.” he said.  He added that Waggener offers 
courses in Latin, Spanish and French and that of 312 pupil registered for next year’s ninth grade, 276 have singed up for 
those courses.  “We would offer Russian and German, but we can’t find a Russian or German teacher,” he said. 
 
He said Waggener’s present enrollment of about 850 will rise to about 1,500 next school year when it adds a 10th grade. 
 
And if present trends in population increases continue, the enrollment in 1958 will be abut 1,800, and in 1959, about 2,200. 
 
Beginning next September, Waggener will add on a grade each year until it becomes a full-fledged high school. 
 
The continued increase in enrollment will mean “less personal attention” for individual pupils, he said. 
 
He said that Eastern and Waggener are the only two schools in the County giving “college board classes.”  These are exactly 
the same courses offered in other County Schools but with the pace of work “accelerated,” he said. 
 
“Ninety percent of the colleges don’t require college board classes,” but some, like Harvard do, he said. 
 
Eastern and Waggener decided to offer them, because the St. Matthews area recently has been heavily populated by families 
from ????? Who want their children to have them, he said. 
 
He warned that a child can got a diploma from high school and still not have fulfilled the requirements to get into college. 
 
“Students wishing to go to college must complete 18 units of study, he said.  The 11 required units are four in English, two 
in math, two in social studies one of which must be American history, two in science and one in health and physical educa-
tion.  That leaves seven electives,” he said.  He described a unit as a subject taught for a full school year, five days a week. 
 
He told the mothers that “seventh and eight graders sometimes have difficulty adjusting to the additional freedom they got 
in junior and high schools. 
 
“As a result we sometimes have more discipline problems,” he said.  “The junior and senior high student may on some days 
want to be treated as a child, while on other days he wants to be treated as an adult.” 
 
He noted that the two 14-year old boys sentenced January 23 to spend an indefinite period in the Tri-County Children’s 
Home were Wagener pupil's. 
 
The boys on January 18 had detonated a homemade bomb in the Shelbyville Plaza and seriously injured a six-year-old girl 
and her mother. 
 
“That shows what can happen,” he said. 
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May 2, 1957 
both 

March 28, 1957 



May 16, 1957  
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 16, 1957: 



All May 16, 1957  
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August 15, 1957 

August 29, 1957 

August 29,  1957 

September 5, 1957 
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October 3, 1957 

November 7, 1957 

 September 12, 1957 

 

September 12, 1957 
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November 14, 1957 

 

 

 
November 7, 1957 

November 14, 1957 



November 14, 1957 

November 14, 1957 
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Libby Blankenship Darnell and Ima Lewis Johns 
8/18/1958 
 

Penny Shelby '61, Libby's Cousin Connie, Libby 
Blankenship '60, Carolyn Woodson '60 and Ima Lewis 

Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—
http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/—-According to site, 
caption is wrong. 

Sandy Sue Riehl, Marie VanHoose (Chuck  
“dummy”) & Jimmie Jordan 
The League of Ky Sportsmen    

 
 

 

Charles H. Brown, Jr. at his home in  
St. Matthews 
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1956 or 1957     
Dennis C. Garber (60) 

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 1957/1958   
Ron Ray, Naomi Brown 

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 
1957/1958   

Bev Curry, Howard Hatton  

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 
1957/1958   

Sharon (Saunders) Minrath 
(61) and ????? 

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 1957/1958   
Judy (Brooks) (61) Yancy, Vic Meadows (62) 

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 1957/1958   
Mike Gambill (61) Pam Oliver (61) 

Linda Louise Harbison (60) 

Pi Beta Social Club Dance 
1957/1958   

Sharon Twyman (60, Mary 
Carol Coons (60), Peter ????, 

“Kit” Georghead (60) 
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You're right about a lot of the memories focusing on everything but Waggener High days. Along that line, I made a special 
trip several years ago to visit with Mrs. Katherine Kirwan at her home. She's the only teacher I've seen since 1961. She was 
far and away my favorite. She remembered a number of the people who are in this email group. She was annoyed at losing 
most of her sight because she was always an avid newspaper reader, but other than that was just as sharp as when she was 
teaching us English and journalism. I confessed to her that we used to call her "Katy" behind her back, with affection of 
course, which she chuckled at. I'm wondering if anyone has seen her recently and how she is doing. 
 
This is Myrta Baxter Boyle from the Class of '62.  It is a very hot night  here in Palm Springs, Ca. but I'm having so much 
fun reading all the memories from the past.  Now my husband really does believe there was a Sidebottom.  I  saw a lot of the 
Waggener faculty when my dad Sidney Baxter died in '89.   
 
Two of the best teachers ever, Mrs. Kirwan and Hannah Baird,  got me through  Wake Forest!  The Greek lit., Italian his-
tory, philosophy classes were  nothing compared to what I learned in that humanities class!  I was an  English major and was 
so glad Mrs. Kirwan made us write, write, write. 
  
The purging of the naked Africans (see Greathouse comments) brought to mind a Waggener librarian named Sadie Stinson 
who went through all the anatomy books and removed the pages from the sections on reproductive system and also black-
ened a few lines in the big dictionary when she found the leather jacket crowd looking up the "big words" for their scatologi-
cal and sexual expletives. 
 
Sadie Stinson later was a librarian at the U. of Louisville in the early to mid- 70s and possibly into the 80s. Saw and talked 
with her on several occasions in the library there. She said she remembered me from WHS (it wasn't for my academic pur-
suits that's for sure) and asked about various others. What struck me was she never cracked a smile during our conversa-
tions, just like at WHS!  
 
I know you liked Grace Evans. That was because you and Phyllis sat at our table with your backs toward the front of the 
class and talked drill team. She was very careful not to catch you ladies. I liked Grace Evans too. The only thing bad she 
ever did to me was talk me into going to Murray. I didn't fit! I never had a 4H project, I had never milked a cow, and my dad 
never bought me my own tractor! I enjoyed Western much more. And yes, Mr. Harris did smile. This was when he was in 
the hall between classes and talking to Ms. Evans. I always had the feeling that he was laughing at us, however! 
 
I think Estelle Logsdon was a former Mountain Laurel Queen. I have 70 hours of History, and she was the best looking His-
tory teacher I ever had! I also think Hufsey taught one class of American Government. Odd combination; I had him but not 
for Physics. 
 
Do you remember  when it was time for the student body to select school colors, we were seriously considering PINK AND 
BLACK? Were we dropped on our heads ? 
 
How about these brain twisters: The Toddle House, Algonquin Gardens ( Uh-oh), White Castle (still go there every time I 
am home), the Daniel Boone statue, Big Rock, Athenaeum parties in the park, Phyllis Fust and Betsy St. Clairs' slam books 
with pale yellow paper, autograph hounds...god..stop me somebody...MADRAS..... 
 
You all have forgotten the time Bert Pence and Jim Herron were placed at the "messy eaters table." We brought a white ta-
blecloth to WHS and candle sticks. We were then promptly thrashed, thrown out by Ned Beaty's mom and whomever the 
principal was and it wasn't Earl Duncan. It was the little dude who resembled Manny Moe or Jack of PEP BOYS fame. He 
used to say "keep your feet off the "Furn na ture." Who was that guy...WHS's first principal....Bert. 
 
Yes, I remember the lunch room boycott. As I remember, this idea got it's start in Emory Harris' chemistry class. He spent a 
lot of time out of the classroom and this was one of the incidents that resulted. After chemistry class, the idea spread in the 
hallways like wild fire. 
 
As for Mr. Markert, he died in the late 1980s. It was his grandson (Bert’s son) who died in the reservoir. He was the an-
nouncer known as Weird Beard. I think Bert died in the early 1990s with heart problems that resulted from the rheumatic 
fever he had when he was at Waggener. I wish someone could tell me I was wrong about the last sentence. 
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It has been a real kick reading all of the memories and updates. I guess it is time for another West Coast member to weigh in 
with a small contribution. In rummaging around through photos of my youth, I found a picture of Mrs. Goheen's 6th grade 
class at Chenoweth School (some of us didn't come from Stivers, etc.) to match against Ray photo. So now see how many of 
these classmates you can identify. For starters, I am second from the left, front row. Yes, Trent, I do remember the lunch-
room boycott as I almost got expelled for my role in that event. I recall that Alan Z was one of the few who protested by 
buying a lunch - and he paid for it with a $100.00 bill. If I recall, the going price was about $.35 or there about’s. Needless 
to say, they couldn't make change! Those of us who were involved in starting the boycott were then required to try and end 
it at a series of assemblies for the entire student body. If everyone didn't start buying lunches again, we were to be expelled. 
But we ended up staying in school. I guess this was an early exercise in civil disobedience! It was my first (but certainly not 
last) experience at being a shit disturber. Does anyone recall the golf tournament sponsored by Pat Crawford's 11th grade 
U.S. History class - the U.S. History Invitational Tournament (USHIT) at Seneca Golf Course - which Steve P won in sup-
posedly his first attempt at playing the game?  
 
I remember her well. I was on loan from the band to the orchestra two days a week. Because of being Drum Major, Mr. 
Markert and Mrs. Richie decided that I should spend more of my time in band than orchestra. I went to Murray because the 
best Drum Major in Louisville, Roger Reichmuth (Gayle's brother) was there. I stayed one year and got a music scholarship 
to Western. That's when I decided I was not going to teach music lessons for the rest of my life. Can you imagine teaching 
DRUMS! I played with some bands, but the best paying one was in Beach Bend Park every Friday and Saturday night. What 
Class! 
 
After I got married in '63, Marilyn told me it was time to grow up. Coming in at 4 O'clock in the morning was not her idea 
of being married! I put down the drum sticks and started working on a teaching certificate. Second to Marilyn, it was the 
best move I ever made. 
 
I really enjoyed my time in the orchestra and had some good friends there. Sherrin MacDonald, Kay Twaryonas (I used her 
head for a cymbal and later taught with her), you and Harry Herren, Martin Radunz who went big time in Las Vegas, Mount 
Davis (I remember when he fell out of the tree and broke his arm), and Joe Edwards, another member of that rather interest-
ing Sunday school class. Then there was poor Pam Oliver, who had to put up with the sax crew, David, Bill and Mike, Dick 
Bedwell, Todd Hoon, Bryan Pfingst, David Stutzenberger and Sherry Evans, who many years later moved in the house 
across the street from where we live. 
 
They just don't have orchestras like that in the school system anymore. Could it be that after us they decided it was a bad 
idea! The girls in the orchestra were always so serious and the guys....well.... Mrs. Richie was a great teacher, but sometimes 
I think we had a little more fun than she had planned. 
 
Good hearing from you. Yes I did play baseball around St. Matthews in the summers, including at Waggener from about 
1954 to 1959. I played in Little League for Showers Shop and in Babe Ruth League for the Giants. Games were at the ball-
park off Shelbyville Road next to East Drive-In. Most of our practices were in Seneca Park, at Masonic Home, and out in 
Lyndon, but I know we had some practice games at Waggener. And I played pick-up games at Waggener often during those 
summers. 
 
I played baseball two years for Waggener. Yes, I was a pitcher. You have an amazing memory. I didn't see much action for 
the Wildcats though. Kenny Lewis, John Thompson, and Jim Lapsley were the main stays of the pitching staff. 
 
It was great seeing you at the Reunion and talking at the Brunch. I also enjoyed all your E-mails. I say that, it would be more 
accurate to say I appreciated your description of your Viet Nam duty. It made my own RVN tour pale by comparison. As I 
read your account, I was reminded of the feelings of admiration and inadequacy I felt standing on the runway at Travis AFB 
in 1973 watching our Viet Nam POWS walk off the Freedom Birds!          Gordon 
 
You know we all had some GREAT TEACHERS at Waggener - I think it would be appropriate to share our warm memo-
ries. Lists will differ because we all had different schedules. I will start by mentioning (in alphabetical order):  
 
David Aspy (Counselor)... a great listener and a man that follows up. 
Sidney Baxter (TV History)... early experience with crowd control! 
Carolyn Browning (Art)... early experience in determining shadows! 
Mildred Cobb (Core)... a master organizer... a lady with a wanderlust much like mine. 
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Alice Dawson (Counselor))... Taught me more than I can verbalize succinctly.  
Anna Jenkins (English)... demanded detail... 
Katherine Kirwan (English)... Taught me more than I can verbalize succinctly. 
Elizabeth Lapsley (Civics)... could always present an alternative approach that demanded consideration before your final 
decision was made. 
Estelle Logsdon (Zimlich)... Taught me more than I can verbalize succinctly. 
Ruth Pardon (Math)... Brain Teasers!! (Bonnie, Warren got the math genes; but, I made it thru trigonometry!!) 
Mr. Simpson (Science)... taught me to read the instructions first... 
Roy Doc Adams (Driver Ed):  Taught me to drive a sitck shift, when my parents were too AFRAID!! 
Anne Crockett. (English)...  Taught me about life and the importance of living it. 
Dixie Gray...  (Math) Gave me 1/2 credit in Algebra II. 
Ed Simpson.. (Biology ) taught me more about living things than I EVER wanted to know. 
Bill Schureck.. made geometry fun. 
Emory Harris (Chemistry)...  Threw erasers at us when we got problems wrong on the board. 
Tillie Walker (P.E.)... taught me how to play golf. 
 
WHS had many good teachers. My favorite of all was Hannah Baird who taught senior humanities. What a world she 
opened up. That course more than any other prepared me for  college academics. Believe it or not I still have all my tran-
scribed notes from that class.  
  
Libby McGuire and Estelle Logsdon were close seconds.  
 
Reaching back into junior high, I remember what a wonderful and kind person Mr. Goodell was. She probably would be 
fired today for quoting scripture in class.   We had a great faculty all around.  Trent 61 
 
DEAR BILL..THANKS FOR YOUR KIND WORDS ABOUT MY PARENTS. YES, OUR HOUSE ON 
ALTON WAS A STOP-OVER FOR MOST KIDS AT WAGGENER. AT ONE POINT WE HAD SO MANY 
THERE, MR. LOWE USED TO CALL MOM AND ASK WHO CUT SCHOOL AND HOW MANY GUYS 
WERE IN OUR BASEMENT PLAYING CARDS, MOM WOULD LAUGH AND GIVE HIM NAMES OF WHO 
WAS THERE. AND SUMMERS .OUR FRONT YARD WAS ALWAYS FULL. I HOPE MY FUZZY 
MEMORIES WILL RETURN AND THE ELUSION I NOW HAVE WILL FADE. MY DAD WAS THE 
BEST...LOVE BETTY 
 
For those who do not live in the Louisville area, I thought you might like to know that Waggener High School still looks 
pretty good. She seems to have held up well over the years. 
 
I say that because yesterday I made a visit. I went in the main entrance which did not seem like it had changed any over the 
years and I went into the office which seemed like it was in the same place that it was when I was there. 
 
The entry and the halls looked clean and bright. In fact it seemed brighter than I remember it being. Does anyone remember 
what color the walls were in the entrance and halls? Also, I thought the school seemed very quite for a school day. I thought 
that was good. I thought there might be metal detectors or locked doors or security people but there were none of these 
things. 
 
Upon entry. the thing that caught my attention was the large number of trophies. I remember one or perhaps two trophy 
cases. Now there are many. I did not have time to look at all of them but it was interesting to me how much you can 
collect over 40 years. 
 
I spoke to one on the office people and I mentioned that I had been in the second graduation class. A student who heard me 
seemed totally shocked. I guess she was surprised that someone from the second class could still walk and talk. We had a 
good time talking a about the old days. 
 
I tried to remember the last time I was in the school and decided that it had to be the last day of school in 1961 but I could 
not remember the last day of school. I guess I just walked out and thought nothing about it at the time. 
  
Anyway, I thought you might like to know that things look good at the old school. 
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I was just thinking that someone might be interested to know that I spent the day teaching at Waggener. I did junior and sen-
ior English and I can assure you that I was no Ms. Kirwan. 
  
It was my first time in a class room at Waggener in I guess 42 years or so. It had changed some but some things were very 
much like we left them. The lockers are now red and most of the walls are white. I could not remember what color they were 
but I am pretty sure the walls were not white. 
  
I told some of my students about being a graduate of Waggener. Of course when I told them when I graduated they looked 
at me like they could not believe I was still walking. 
  
I told them about how the first class had picked the colors and the school song. They were interested in the colors but did not 
know about the song which surprised me. I hope it is still there. I will have to check the next time I am there. 
  
Speaking of Ms. Kirwan, I noticed in the library that there is a picture of her as a member of the Waggener Hall of Fame. 
  
It was an interesting day and the students were very different. The school has certainly become an international school. I met 
students from all over the world.              Frank 
 
Lockers were institutional gray back then -- just found & threw away my combination lock last week -- couldn't remember 
that 3rd number (24-36-??) -- go figure!   
 
My combination was 6-12-18.  I'm convinced that all the numbers were divisible by 6. 
  
What a neat thing to go back and teach at Waggener after all these years!  I bet the school and the kids really ARE different -
-- but in some ways the same too.  Yep, the lockers were gray, and I think the walls were too -- very "institutional" look-
ing.  I can't remember my locker combination, but I still have the lock.  I used it for years for other things, but haven't in a 
number of years.  Maybe if I put my mind to it................nawwwww.    Barb  
 
Yes it was fun and I hope to go again.  
  
One other thought that I had when I was there was about all of the computers that are now there. There was one big room 
with all of these computers on the second floor. I took two of my classes there to type their papers. I was trying to remember 
what class room that had been but I could not figure it out. It would have been where Ms. Kirwan's room was but I could not 
remember if she was on the second or third floor. Can anyone help with this? Also, again I ask where was the library? I 
keep thinking about it and I cannot remember. Help!           Frank 
 
Well the library is no longer there. It is now on the 2nd floor but at the direct end of the hall and probably over the front of-
fice and front entrance.  
  
Another question. Did there used to be a shop? Was it next to the cafeteria? If so it is also gone. Is the band room still there?  
 
The band room is still there. But it's not near as noisy. The size of the band has shrunk to about 1/4 the size it was when we 
were there. And besides, we used to make a lot of noise to annoy poor ol' Mr. Markert, may he rest in peace.   Dick  
 
I don't remember the macaroni and cheese at Waggener as much as I do the sloppy joes -- it seems like we had those every 
other day. And the cartons of milk for 2 cents -- must have been a milk surplus like the macaroni and cheese. 
 
"Waggener High School was named in honor of Mayme S. Waggener, born on February 3, 1876. Mayme graduated from 
Louisville Female High School in 1896. At that time she entered the Louisville Normal School, where majoring in teaching, 
she set the course of her life-long career in education. 
  
On July 5, 1900, Mayme Sweet married John Morrison Waggener. After raising her children, Mrs. Waggener returned to 
teaching in 1914. By 1916, she had established herself at Greathouse Elementary School. From 1918 through 1946 she led 
the school as principal, thus beginning the tradition of excellence which bears her name today."               Ray 
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Mrs. Lapsley also taught 7th grade core and was a great teacher. Anyone remember the Kentucky notebook we had to make 
and all the rest of the geography note books. It was good training when my children had to do the latter. There was good 
reason to save all those national Geographic's. Estell Logsdon also taught English-I think it was ninth grade. She introduced 
us to the joys of term papers. A fine teacher; she gave us a good start into high school. I remember Jim Lapsley playing bas-
ketball more than anything else since I didn't know him very well otherwise. Trent 61 
 
Mrs. Lapsley also taught "Core" for 7th or 8th grade. I was in her class one of those years. To keep me out of trouble, she sat 
me in the back of the room and assigned me the task of teaching Wayne Fawbush to read. I succeeded, at least up to about 
the 3rd grade level.          Sandy  '60 
 
I had Mrs. Lapsley for CIVICS and she was still teaching me "stuff" right up thru the Clinton - Gore election. She was terri-
fic at showing me how even a small effort made a big difference. She and Al Gore's grandmother were friends. 
 
I think Mrs. Logsdon taught me World History. She is now Estelle L. Zimlich... I have wondered if she has e-mail... she 
would love all this adoration!! She lives off Lime Kiln Lane in Louisville..    Marie '60 
 
Mrs. Logsdon gave me my nickname, "nomond", that lasted through high school and most of college.  During the first sev-
eral weeks of class, she insisted on calling me Raymond (my name is just Ray).  I would answer back - "no mond!!".  So 
after a few weeks, she started calling me "nomond" and it stuck.     Ray 
 
I need some help, my memory isn't so good anymore. Does anyone remember how many grades there were the first year 
Waggener opened? As I recollect there was a class which would have been the 1959 graduating class had they stayed at 
Waggener, but they were moved out to Eastern after about two years at Waggener. The way I remember it, there was a 7th 
and 8th grade, the 7th grade being the class of 1960, then the next year, when the class of 1961 arrived at Waggener, there 
were three grades, 7th, 8th and 9th. Then the next year, that 9th grade class moved to Eastern and finished their 10th, 11th 
and 12th years at Eastern. Maybe I'm mixed up on this. Anyone remember? 
  
Also, what was the first year Waggener had a year book?   Dick  ' 61 
 
Katherine Kirwan was a real authority on early Waggener history.  About the school colors, she told me that many students 
favored pink and black at first.  The administration didn't go for it, and persuaded them to look at other colors.  I think we 
can blame the pink and black on Elvis.   Bill  '61 
 
Pink and black. I do remember that. Thanks, Bill. I remember an assembly in the gym/auditorium when we were presented 
the new song by Bobby and Jeanette. Do you remember if we actually voted for the red/gray?      Todd 
 
I don't have any memory of the song presentation or of voting for the colors. My information about that comes from a con-
versation I had with Mrs. Kirwan in about 1998.  I was part of what someone (Ray Purdom, I think) has dubbed the SMEL 
(St. Matthews Elementary) group -- we were in the Waggener "annex" at St. Matthews Elementary for 7th and 8th grades 
because there was no room for us at Waggener yet.  So maybe we weren't included in those assemblies and votes, I just can't 
recall. 
 
I'm trying to picture Fred Davis in a pink-and-black football uniform. Hmmmm.       Bill '61 
 
Fred (and others) DID wear pink - a tutu for Senior Vaudeville - only difference between he & others was that he got pulled 
over for speeding after dress rehearsal, still wearing the tutu.     Fidele  '62 
 
Pink & Black were picked by the students. The teachers vetoed it. Red and gray are great---colors of the Confederacy! (And 
Jim Harbolt's '57 Buick Convertible) 
 
Sandy, I too support the 'ol red & gray: one red car, one gray with red pinstripe (and red interior). Can't see driving a pink 
car 'tho, so thank goodness mature minds prevailed. 
 
By the way, Sandy, did you ever wear pink & black? I had one charcoal suit, worn with pink shirt, pink & black tie and pink 
socks. And, before you start â€“ no, I never owned a Nehru jacket! 
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Bill, I think you're right on that. Another bit of history: Raymey Simpson, Frank King (plus others?) and I attended church 
and Sunday school at SMEL while our church constructed a new building. This was '56-'57, I believe. 
 
We were already attending Waggener. 
 
And special thanks for the mental image of Fred in pink & black. Wow, what could have happened!       Todd 
 
Pink & Black were picked by the students. The teachers vetoed it. Red and gray are great---colors of the Confederacy! (And 
Jim Harbolt's '57 Buick  Convertible) 
 
Yes, we DID vote (& I remember voting for red & grey because they were Ohio State's colors). I was in 7th grade at the 
time, Waggener's first year, 1954-55. The "Myth" was that Pink & Black won the election, but we were told that red & grey 
did. Probably only John B. Lowe and Earl Duncan knew for certain. 
 
2) Waggener opened with grades 7-9, and stayed 7-9 until our class became 10th graders, and then they added a grade each 
year for us to be the first graduating class. I cannot remember, however, when all of grades 7-9 began going to that junior 
high way across the field. Our first two years, as the 9th graders moved on, mostly to Eastern, we moved up and a new 7th 
grade was added.    Chuck '60 
 
I do remember voting for the colors and  for the name of the Annual " Lair" home of the wildcat. Another bit of trivia   as I 
recall  we voted on the name for the school newspaper( I think  )and Harry Lynn' '61  designed the first book cover. I had 
one of those  at one time but cannot find it. 
 
Pink and black !! now picture this if you can stand it. Either in the 7th or 8th grade I showed up one day with black pants 
with pink piping and the same scheme for a shirt, a bolo tie with a pink and black slide, pink and black socks and ...a  black 
fedora with a pink head band. My mother thought it was the worst outfit she had ever seen. Hmmm she was right. 
 
I had forgotten the Fred  Davis tutu. Probably better than my outfit anyway.   Trent 61  
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